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	New Applicant Filing Dates for FY2014
For Funding Year (FY) 2014, applicants in the Telecommunications Program will be able to file program forms earlier than ever before. Applicants should get familiar with the new service request filing dates and the new initial funding request "filing period," both of which will occur before the beginning of the funding year.
New Funding Request Filing Period
The Rural Health Care (RHC) Program has established a new initial "filing period" for applicant funding requests, starting in FY2014 (see 47 CFR Section 54.623(c)). The funding request filing period applies to both the FCC Form 466 for the Telecommunications Program and the FCC Form 462 for the Healthcare Connect Fund (HCF) Program.
The initial filing period for submitting funding requests for FY2014 begins March 1, 2014, and runs through May 30, 2014. This filing period is before the start of FY2014. Funding requests received on or between these dates will be considered as received simultaneously. After May 30, 2014, USAC will continue to accept funding request filings for FY2014 until June 30, 2015, the last day of the funding year. Funding requests received after May 30, 2014, will be processed on a rolling first-come, first-served basis.
Earlier Service Request Filing Start Date
Historically, applicants of the Telecommunications Program were able to file an FCC Form 465 in March or April, prior to the beginning of the funding year, to allow sufficient time for competitive bidding. In FY2014, applicants will be able to file an FCC Form 465 or FCC Form 461 as early as January 1, 2014, in order to allow sufficient time for competitive bidding before the beginning of the initial funding request filing period on March 1, 2014.
Summary of Filing Dates
Use the table below to learn about changes to filing dates that relate to requests for services and funding.
	Form
	Previous Funding
Years' Filing Dates
	Funding Year 2014
Filing Dates

	Requests for Services
Telecommunications Program: FCC Form 465
HCF Program: FCC Form 461
	Telecommunications Program:
Beginning March or April prior to the beginning of the funding year
	Telecommunications and HCF programs:
Beginning January 1, 2014

	Requests for Funding
Telecommunications Program: FCC Form 466
HCF Program: FCC Form 462
	Telecommunications Program:
Between July 1 and June 30 (first and last day of funding year)
	Telecommunications and HCF programs:
During initial filing period: March 1, 2014 - May 30, 2014
After the initial filing period: June 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015


View the filing timelines in the Handouts & Reference sections for the Telecommunications Program and HCF Program for more details about form filing.
Filing Date Changes FAQs
Q1: Who will be affected by the new funding request initial filing period and service request start date?
A1: Applicants in the Telecommunications and HCF programs will use the new filing period.
Q2: Will FCC Forms 466 or 462 for FY2014 be accepted after May 30, 2014 (the end of the initial filing period)?
A2: Yes. Funding requests for FY2014 can be submitted through June 30, 2015.
Q3: How is the new funding request initial "filing period" different from the "filing window" opening from previous funding years?
A3: In previous years, the RHC Program referred to the opening of the filing window to indicate that applicants could begin to submit FCC Form 465, Description of Services Requested and Certification Form, for the Telecommunications Program. The new initial "filing period" is something different. Beginning in FY2014, the RHC Program has established an initial "filing period" for funding requests (FCC Forms 466 and Form 462). All funding requests filed within the initial "filing period" will be treated as though simultaneously filed. Funding requests filed after the initial filing period will be treated on a rolling, first-come, first-served basis, and may be filed (as in previous years) until the end of the funding year.
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Q4: Are there any other restrictions for filing an FCC Form 466 or FCC Form 462?
A4: Before applicants can submit the FCC Form 466 or the FCC Form 462 (Funding Request Forms), they must first complete the competitive bidding process. Applicants who are not exempt from competitive bidding must allow at least 28 days after the FCC Form 465 or FCC Form 461 is posted on the USAC website before submitting a funding request.
Stay In Touch
To receive tips, reminders, and the most up-to-date information about the RHC Program, you can:
· Subscribe to the RHC Circuit quarterly newsletter,
· Subscribe to the HCF Bulletin monthly newsletter,
· Participate in monthly Telecommunications Program conference calls,
· Participate in monthly HCF Program webinars,
· Access learning materials on the Handouts & Reference page of our website, and
· Watch videos and tutorials through our Online Learning Library.
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